
English in grades 3-5 
In our intermediate grades we strive to provide 

an authentic experience for our students to learn 

English literacy skills. We build on their base of 

literacy knowledge from their target language 

development and enrich their development of the 

English language. 

 Students are in an English literacy class for 

50 minutes per day 

 Literacy By Design (Comprehensive literacy 

program) 

 Content is enriched through literacy  

 Guided  Reading takes place weekly 

 Progress monitoring through DRA and STAR 

reading assessments 

 

ENGLISH PROGRAM 

For questions or comments please contact: 

Kendra Lofland– English Program Director/

Literacy Specialist 

Kendra@denverlaguageschool.org 



Literacy By Design 
This is the program we are following in our 3rd 

through 5th grade English classrooms. LBD is a 

research based, comprehensive literacy program, 

aligned with Common Core State Standards. This 

program incorporates science and social studies 

through listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

activities.  

The rigorous daily instruction emphasizes applica-

tion across reading and writing units. The units 

include rich text which promote reading automa-

ticity and building word skills.  

 

Collections 
In grades 6 through 8 we are using Collections for 

our English Language Arts program. Collections 

develops students ability to analyze complex text, 

determine evidence, reason critically,  and com-

municate thoughtfully.  

The program also has a web-based component 

which allows students access to guided models 

and annotation tools to support close reading of 

complex text.  

Students can also access support tools and en-

gage with the teacher virtually through practice 

exercises and assignments on the online forum. 

This also allows access to digital media support 

by expanding the level of learning and relevance 

for students.  

Middle School English 
In our middle school we are providing our stu-

dents with a well rounded and unique experi-

ence. The students are being prepared to be 

successful in high school, college, and wherever 

their lives take them. They will have a strong skill 

set in their target language as well as in English. 

 Students receive 60 minutes of English Lan-

guage Arts daily  

 Students receive 60 minutes of Science or 

Social Studies, in English, daily 

 Collections (Technology based literacy pro-

gram) 

 Students read novels and use them as a tool 

to expand their understanding of English 

literature 

English in grades K-2 
At DLS, our philosophy is that students should 

have as much exposure to their target language 

as possible in the younger grades. So in grades  

K-2 English is used in the following circumstanc-

es: 

 Specials classes are taught in English 

 In cases when there is a need for the teacher 

to clarify, e.g., an emergency, or if a student is 

sick or hurt 

 During student support , such as ELL (English 

Language Learner) pull out 

 Students are highly encouraged to read and 

write at home to support their native language 

development  

Intervention 

Through assessments, we determine when a stu-

dent is struggling in English literacy skills. We will 

collaborate with the student’s parents and teach-

ers through the SST (Student Support Team) pro-

cess. Then we will determine the best course of 

action for that individual student. 
These students are reading novels as part of their novel study. 


